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(T
hese notes are not part of the N

otice Form
 prescribed under the M

arriage (N
I) O

rder 2003)

If you are planning to be m
arried in N

orthern Ireland, please read these notes carefully.
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To help you com

plete Section A
1.

Fill in your proposed date of m
arriage at A

1. R
em

em
ber that

by law
 both parties to a proposed religious or civil m

arriage
m

ust subm
it m

arriage notice form
s to the registrar of the

district in w
hich the m

arriage is to take place, inform
ing

the registrar of their intention to m
arry. N

otice m
ust be given

in the tw
elve m

onth period prior to the date of m
arriage and
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T
im

ing is im
portant. Y

ou m
ust subm

it the notices early
enough to enable the registrar to be satisfied that you are free
to m

arry one another. N
orm

ally notices should be w
ith the

registrar about eight w
eeks before the m

arriage but if either
of you has been m

arried before, the notices should be w
ith the

registrar ten w
eeks beforehand. T

he m
inim

um
 period is 14

days before the date of the proposed m
arriage, but if you

leave things as late as this you could be faced w
ith the need

to postpone your m
arriage. O

nly in exceptional circum
stances

w
ill the R

egistrar G
eneral authorise a m

arriage to take place
if 14 days’ notice has not been given. It is im

portant to m
ake

early arrangem
ents for the date and tim

e of your m
arriage. If

you are having a religious cerem
ony contact the officiant w

ho
is to take the service, before com

pleting the notice of m
arriage.

For a civil m
arriage m

ake advance arrangem
ents w

ith the
registrar. T

his is particularly im
portant in tow

ns and cities,
w

here large num
bers of people w

ant to be m
arried at certain

tim
es of the year.

A
lthough you need not both attend personally at the registrar’s

office to hand in your m
arriage notice, at least one of you m

ust
attend there personally before the m

arriage. Y
ou w

ill need, in
the case of a religious m

arriage, to collect the M
arriage Schedule

(see 6 below
) or, in the case of a civil m

arriage, to finalise
arrangem

ents w
ith the registrar. O

ne of you m
ay need to attend

personally because the registrar m
ay require further inform

ation
before the m

arriage can proceed. Y
ou should note that if it is

not clear from
 your m

arriage notice form
 the registrar m

ight
ask w

hether your parents w
ere m

arried. T
his is to enable

registrars to insert your m
other’s m

aiden surnam
e appropriately

in your m
arriage schedule.

W
hen you give notice you w

ill be required to sign a declaration
to the effect that the inform

ation given on your notice is correct.
D

o not delay giving notice sim
ply because you are w

aiting
for any of the docum

ents m
entioned at note 5 to com

e to hand.
If tim

e is getting short it is better to give notice first and then
pass the docum

ents to the registrar w
hen they becom

e available;
but they m

ust be m
ade available to the registrar before the

m
arriage can proceed as arranged.

Please note in accordance w
ith L

egislation a list of intended
m

arriages w
ill be placed on public display.
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To help you com
plete Section A

2.

E
ach of you m

ust subm
it a m

arriage notice, along w
ith the

required docum
ents (see below

) and the appropriate fee, to
the registrar for the district in w

hich the m
arriage is to

take place.

Y
ou can obtain m

arriage notice form
s,  and inform

ation about
w

hat the m
arriage w

ill cost, from
 any registrar of births, deaths

and m
arriages. Y

ou can get the address of your local registrar
from

 the phone book. - (See under ‘R
egistration’) or our

w
ebsite w

w
w

.nidirect.gov.uk

C
ivil M

arriages m
ay be solem

nised in the registrars’ offices
or in places w

hich have been approved by the district councils.
A

 list of approved places in each registration district w
here

civil m
arriages m

ay be solem
nised m

ay be obtained from
 the

district registrars. A
 full list of approved places for N

orthern
Ireland m

ay be obtained from
 the G

eneral R
egister O

ffice or
our w

ebsite.

R
eligious M

arriages, w
ith the approval of the R

eligious B
ody,

m
ay be solem

nised anyw
here in N

orthern Ireland. T
he notice

form
 should be subm

itted to the registrar of the district in
w

hich the m
arriage is to be solem

nised.
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To help you com

plete Section B
.

A
ny tw

o persons, regardless of w
here they live, m

ay m
arry in

N
orthern Ireland provided that:

•
both persons are at least 18 years of age on the day of their
m

arriage or persons over 16 and under 18 years of age 
have obtained the necessary consent for m

arriage;

•
they are not related to one another in a w

ay w
hich w

ould
prevent their m

arrying - if in doubt please consult the local
registrar;

•
they are unm

arried (any person w
ho has already been 

m
arried m

ust produce docum
entary evidence that the 

previous m
arriage has been ended by death, divorce or 

annulm
ent);

•
they are not part of any civil partnership (any person w

ho
has already been in civil partnership m

ust produce 
docum

entary evidence that the persons civil partnership 
has ended);

•
they are not of the sam

e sex;

•
they are capable of understanding the nature of a m

arriage
cerem

ony and of consenting to m
arrying;

G
D

ocum
ents to be subm

itted by you w
ith this N

otice

26. FO
R

 A
L

L
 PE

R
SO

N
S

      Is your birth certificate enclosed? (tick box)

      Y
es  �

     N
o  �

If you are unable to produce your birth certificate, state the reason here.

27. IF Y
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      Is your decree of divorce or annulm
ent

      enclosed? (tick box)

      Y
es  �

     N
o  �

T
he registrar w

ill require proof of the term
ination of the earlier m

arriage/civil
partnership. If you are unable to produce the official decree of divorce/annulm

ent
or civil partnership dissolution/annulm

ent, state the reason for not doing so as
this w

ill affect w
hether or not the registration can proceed.

28. IF Y
O

U
 A

R
E

 A
 W

ID
O

W
 O

R
 W

ID
O

W
E

R

      Is the death certificate of your form
er

      spouse enclosed? (tick box)

      Y
es  �

     N
o  �

T
he registrar w

ill require proof of the death. If you are unable to produce a
death certificate of your previous spouse/civil partner, state the reason for
not doing so.

29. N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
IT

Y

      H
ave you enclosed your passport or other

      docum
ent(s) to prove your nationality? (tick box)

      Y
es  �

     N
o  �

If for any reason you are unable to enclose docum
entation to prove nationality

please state the reason. If you are a U
nited K

ingdom
 C

itizen, w
ho does not

have a passport, your birth certificate m
ay be sufficient.

H30. D
E

C
L

A
R

A
T

IO
N

I solem
nly declare:-

(i) 
that I am

 the person nam
ed at B

3;

(ii)
that I and the person nam

ed at Part F intend to be m
arried on the date entered in Part A

 /*and by the officiant nam
ed at Part E

;

(iii)that there is no im
pedim

ent caused by being w
ithin the prohibited degrees of relationship, affinity or adoption that I know

 of 
no other legal im

pedim
ent to our m

arriage;

(iv)
that all the particulars and other inform

ation given by m
e on this notice are correct to the best of m

y know
ledge and belief;

and

(v)
that each docum

ent subm
itted by m

e in accordance w
ith Part G

 of this notice is genuine.

Signed: .......................................................................................

D
ate: ...........................................................................................

N
O

T
E

:-
A

 person w
ho supplies false inform

ation to a registrar or uses, gives or sends any certificate, docum
ent or 

declaration required for the purposes of this m
arriage notice w

hich is false or has been forged in any w
ay is liable

for prosecution.
* delete as appropriate

G
R

O
 446



For further inform
ation contact any local registrar of births, deaths, m

arriages and civil partnerships or our w
ebsite w

w
w

.nidirect.gov.uk

N
O

T
E

:-
F

orm
s and docum

ents should be sent to the registrar in the district w
here the proposed m

arriage is to take place.
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To help you com

plete Section E
.

A
 religious m

arriage, m
ay be solem

nised only by a religious
officiant authorised to do so under the M

arriage (N
orthern

Ireland) O
rder 2003. Y

ou should contact an officiant to confirm
that s(he) is w

illing to solem
nise you m

arriage and the officiant
should sign one of the notice form

s before notice is given to
the registrar.
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E
. To help you com

plete Section G
.

W
hen giving or sending the m

arriage notice form
s to the

registrar each of you m
ust supply the follow

ing docum
ents:

G
26

If you w
ere born in the U

K
, provide your full birth 

certificate (long version).

If you w
ere born outside the U

K
, provide the

certified copy of your birth certificate issued by
the appropriate authority of that country and
your passport or national identity card.

G
27

If you have been m
arried before and the m

arriage w
as

dissolved, a certificate of divorce or annulm
ent (or a

certified copy decree). A
 decree of divorce m

ust be 
absolute or final - a decree nisi is not acceptable. 
If you have been m

arried m
ore than once, only the 

docum
ent relating to the term

ination of the m
ost 

recent m
arriage is required. If you are unable to produce

the official decree of divorce or annulm
ent, state the 

reason for not doing so. T
he registrar w

ill require proof
of the term

ination of the earlier m
arriage.

G
28

If you are a w
idow

 or w
idow

er, the death certificate of
your form

er spouse. If you are unable to produce a 
death certificate of your previous spouse, state the 
reason for not doing so. T

he registrar m
ay require proof

of the death

G
29

If you are a U
K

 N
ational, provide your passport:

If you are a national of an E
E

A
 country, provide your

passport or N
ational Identity C

ard;

A
ll other nationalities, provide your passport.

If you do not have a passport, contact the registrar to 
determ

ine other acceptable docum
entation.

A
uthorised copies m

ay be acceptable for the purpose 
of giving notice, how

ever the R
egistrar m

ust see the 
original of any of the above docum

ents before a m
arriage 

can take place.

If any docum
ent is in a language other than E

nglish, 
you m

ust also provide a certified translation into E
nglish.
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W
hen the registrar is satisfied there is no legal im

pedim
ent to

the m
arriage, he or she w

ill prepare a M
arriage Schedule from

the inform
ation you have given. It is a m

ost im
portant docum

ent
- no m

arriage cerem
ony can proceed w

ithout the Schedule.

If you are having a religious m
arriage, the registrar w

ill issue
the M

arriage Schedule to you. T
he registrar cannot issue the

Schedule m
ore than 14 days before the m

arriage and w
ill

advise you w
hen to call to collect it. T

he Schedule cannot
be collected on your behalf by a relative or friend - the
registrar w

ill issue it only to the prospective bride or
bridegroom

.

T
he M

arriage Schedule m
ust be produced before the m

arriage
cerem

ony to the person solem
nising the m

arriage. Im
m

ediately
after the cerem

ony the Schedule m
ust be signed by both

spouses, by the person solem
nising the m

arriage and by the
tw

o w
itnesses. T

hereafter you m
ust arrange for it to be returned

to the registrar w
ithin three days so that the m

arriage can
be registered.

If you are having a civil m
arriage the registrar w

ill not issue
the M

arriage Schedule to you in advance, but w
ill have it

available at the m
arriage cerem

ony for signature, and w
ill

subsequently register the m
arriage.

For a civil m
arriage you w

ill need to pay the appropriate fee
to the registrar before the cerem

ony.

N
O

T
E

 7

B
e sure to let the officiant or the registrar know

 if you change
your plans or decide to postpone your m

arriage.

N
O

T
E

 8

If you are getting m
arried in a foreign country you m

ay
com

plete this form
 to apply for a C

ertificate of L
egal C

apacity
to M

arry (C
ertificate of N

on-Im
pedim

ent).

If you are having a religious m
arriage abroad you do not need

to com
plete Section E

M
ust be served on the R

egistrar at least 14 days before the date of the intended m
arriage.
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 F
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M
(M

arriage (N
orthern Ireland) O

rder 2003)

A
A

bout the Intended M
arriage

1.
D

ate of m
arriage

2.
Place of m

arriage

D
ay

M
onth

Y
ear

B
A

bout Y
ourself

3.
C

urrent Forenam
e(s)

C
urrent Surnam

e(s)

Previous N
am

e(s)
&

 Surnam
e

M
aiden N

am
e

4.
Present or last occupation

5.
R

etired (tick box)
Y

es �
N

o �
7.

Status (tick box)
Single �

W
idow

ed �
6.

Sex (tick box)
M

ale �
Fem

ale �
D

ivorced/M
arriage A

nnulled �
Surviving C

ivil Partner    �
C

ivil Partnership D
issolution/A

nnulm
ent �

9.
Place of B

irth

8.
D

ate of B
irth

10.
C

ountry of R
esidence

11.
N

ationality

12.
U

sual R
esidence &

 Postcode

C
ontact Telephone N

o
E

m
ail A

ddress

C
A

bout your Father
13.

(a)
C

urrent Forenam
e(s)

(b)
C

urrent Surnam
e(s)

(c)
Previous N

am
e(s) &

 Surnam
e(s)

14.
Present or last occupation

15.
R

etired (tick box)
Y

es �
N

o �
16.

Is he still living (tick box)
Y

es �
N

o �

D
A

bout your M
other

17.
(a)

C
urrent Forenam

e(s)
(b)

C
urrent Surnam

e(s)
(c)

Previous N
am

e(s) &
 Surnam

e(s)

18.
M

aiden Surnam
e

19.
Present or last occupation

21.
Is she still living (tick box)

Y
es �

N
o �

20.
R

etired (tick box)

E
A

bout the O
fficiant (com

plete this part if you intend to have a religious m
arriage)

22.
N

am
e, address and religious denom

ination of the
officiant.

23.
Signature of that person to indicate that (s)he is
w

illing to act as officiant.

N
am

e

A
ddress

D
enom

ination

Signature

F
A

bout the other party to the intended m
arriage

24.
Forenam

e(s) in full

Surnam
e(s)

25.
U

sual R
esidence &

 Postcode

T
his space for R

egistrar’s use only

M
arriage N

otice R
eference

..........................................

D
ate docum

ent(s) returned

..........................................

Y
es �

N
o �
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